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whose ancestors they hold to have been agents in the tragedy
of the crucifixion. This hatred is fanned anew into flames
at the beginning of each Moslem year. Among the Shi'ahs
the woes of the house of *Ali are commemorated during
the first ten days of Moharram, known as the 'Ashura.
Only the tenth day is observed by the Sunnis, and for quite
another reason: the creation of Adam and Eve, of heaven
and hell, etc., etc. In some places this is kept as a fast, but I
am told that in parts of Syria the Sunnis make of it a New-
Year's feast, wearing gay garments and going forth to pic-
nics, thus widening the breach between them and their
Metawileh neighbors, whose grief and mourning culminate
on this tenth day, the Good Friday of their passion season.
The manner of the commemoration varies in different
lands. In Persia and India it takes the form of a passion
play, following for ten days, with two performances a day,
the events of the tragic .history that terminated at Kerbela
with the martyrdom of Hosein. For ten days in every Per-
sian town the streets are filled with mourners, groaning,
weeping, casting dust on their heads, wouruling themselves
with knives, calling out: "O Hasan! O Hosein!" as they
hasten to the theatres. Some of these are enclosures in the
court-yards of palaces or mosques, with a brick platform in the
centre for a stage. Many are attached to private houses by
their rich owners, who expend enormous sums on the lamps
and decorations. The stage properties are of the simplest
—a tank sufficing to represent the Euphrates—but the
"tabflt," a model of the tornbs of the martyrs, is sometimes
very costly. These tabftts are erected not only on the stage
of the theatres but all over the city. Around the stage sit
or squat the populace, sometimes to the number of twenty
thousand, while the nobles occupy boxes at the sides. As
the play advances the demonstrations of grief become acute,
the audience no longer sees the mere representation of a
tragedy—-this is the tragedy itself! The soldiers of the
usurper Yezid are driven from the stage by stones thrown
by the infuriated people! Even the actors share in the illu-
sion: it is said that the head, of the man impersonating
Hosein was once actually cut off in the frenzy of the actor-

